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‘Access to medicines is a barrier to equitable 
patient care in the Commonwealth and requires a 
health systems approach to tackle it effectively’





Recommendation 1: Health Systems Approach

Health ministers from Commonwealth member states adopt a health 
systems approach with a focus on overcoming inequities in health 
information including misinformation, medicines availability, and 
regulatory barriers using a multidisciplinary health workforce



‘Pricing and affordability are significant 
barriers to access to essential medicines and 
vaccines’







Recommendation 2: Price Transparency

Health ministers from Commonwealth member provide support 
and technical assistance for initiatives that foster sharing of 
pricing information to improve access for medicines and 
vaccines, such as the Commonwealth Price Sharing Initiative, 
to increase transparency and facilitate more informed price 
setting



‘The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated 
barriers around access to medicines and vaccines 
– presenting an opportunity for reflection around 
collaboration and developing local capacity to 
make supply chains more resilient and secure’







Recommendation 3: Local Manufacturers

Health ministers from Commonwealth member states 
collaborate with and support local manufacturers in their 
region to increase security and sustainability in medicines and 
vaccines supply and reduce inequity in access



Recommendation 4: Vaccine Equity

Well-resourced Commonwealth states work collaboratively with 
governmental counterparts, and civil society organizations in less 
well-resourced Commonwealth countries in their region, sharing 
expertise and resources to facilitate universal access to COVID-19 
vaccines for all Commonwealth citizens



Recommendation 5: Sharing Knowledge & Expertise

Commonwealth Health Ministers take leadership in supporting policy 
changes towards increased knowledge sharing during times of 
unprecedented global health need, including temporary waivers of 
intellectual property laws and support for the WHO COVID-19 
Technology Access Pool to ensure that the knowledge, know-how and 
intellectual property that are needed to produce and supply products to 
prevent and treat COVID-19 are shared globally.



Recommendation 6: Monitoring & Evaluation

Health ministers from Commonwealth member states prioritise 
evaluation of the impact of access to medicines policies to enable 
them to maximise the efficacy of outcomes and ensure they do not 
widen disparities.

‘Do our policies work?’



Further suggestions from today’s 
Forum…



Summary of recommendations:
• Adopt a health systems approach with a focus on overcoming inequities in health information including misinformation,
medicines availability, and regulatory barriers using a multidisciplinary health workforce.

• Provide support and technical assistance for initiatives that foster sharing of pricing information to improve access
for medicines and vaccines, such as the Commonwealth Price Sharing Initiative, to increase transparency and facilitate
more informed price setting.

• Collaborate with and support local manufacturers in their region to increase security and sustainability in medicines
and vaccines supply and reduce inequity in access.

• Establish and support collaborative working between governmental counterparts and civil society organisations from
well-resourced countries and their counterparts in less well-resourced Commonwealth countries in their region, sharing
expertise and resources to facilitate universal access to COVID-19 vaccines for all Commonwealth citizens.

• Take leadership in supporting policy changes towards increased knowledge sharing during times of unprecedented
global health need, including where appropriate temporary waivers of intellectual property laws and support for the WHO
COVID-19 Technology Access Pool to ensure that the knowledge, know-how and intellectual property that are
needed to produce and supply products to prevent and treat COVID-19 are shared globally.

• Prioritise evaluation of the impact of access to medicines policies to enable them to maximise the efficiency of
outcomes and ensure they do not widen disparities


